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A familiar face returned to Heinz Field Thursday night when the Steelers took on the Tennessee Titans. Former 
Steelers defensive coordinator Dick LeBeau greets a member of the Allegheny County Sheriff's office before kick- 


off. The 80-year-old Lebeau now serves as the Titans’ defensive coordinator. Game coverage, 


C-1. 
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House passes 


GOP tax bill 


Pa. representatives 
vote along party lines 


By Alan Fram 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Republi- 
cans rammed a $1.5 trillion over- 
haul of business and personal in- 
come taxes through the House on 
Thursday, edging toward the 
code’s biggest rewrite in three de- 
cades and the first major legisla- 
tive triumph for President Don- 
ald Trump and the GOP after 10 
bumpy months of controlling 
government. 

The mostly party-line 227-205 
vote masked more ominous prob- 
lems in the Senate. There, a simi- 
lar package received a politically 
awkward verdict from nonparti- 
san congressional analysts show- 
ing it would eventually produce 
higher taxes for low- and middle- 
income earners but deep reduc- 
tions for those better off. 


FINAL 


The Senate bill was approved 
late Thursday by the Finance 
Committee and sent to the full 
Senate on a party-line 14-12 vote. 
Like the House measure, it would 
slash the corporate tax rate and 
reduce personal income tax rates 
for many. 

The analysts’ problematic pro- 
jections for the Senate bill came a 
day came a day after Wisconsin 
Sen. Ron Johnson became the 
first GOP senator to state opposi- 
tion to the measure, saying it 
didn’t cut levies enough for mil- 
lions of partnerships and corpo- 
rations. With at least five other 
Republican senators yet to de- 
clare support, the bill’s fate is far 
from certain in a chamber the 
GOP controls by just 52-48. 

Even so, Republicans are hop- 
ing to send a compromise bill for 
Mr. Trump to sign by Christmas. 

“Now is the time to deliver,” 
the White House said in a written 
statement that underscored the 
party’s effort to maintain 


SEE TAX BILL, PAGE A-8 


Report: City 


set to exit 


state financial oversight 


Pittsburgh has been 
‘distressed’ since 2004 


By Adam Smeltz 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Pittsburgh’s financial recovery 
coordinators agree with Mayor 
Bill Peduto: The city is ready to 
emerge from state oversight. 

In a 83-page report Thursday, 
two firms guiding the city govern- 
ment’s financial comeback said 
Pittsburgh should exit distressed 
status under state Act 47. The rec- 


ommendation came three days af- 
ter Mr. Peduto announced that he 
would seek to remove the designa- 
tion by early 2018. 

“Over time, the city has adopted 
a series of financial management 
tools that will guide the decision- 
making of future leaders on fiscal 
issues to ensure budgetary stabil- 
ity,” the report says. “The city has 
strategies in place to address its 
primary legacy costs — employee 
pensions, retired employee health 
care and workers’ compensation 
—while maintaining its workforce 


SEE OVERSIGHT, PAGE A-6 


Ex-Gov. Ridge’s condition 
critical after heart procedure 


By Angela Couloumbis 
and Liz Navratil 
Harrisburg Bureau 


Former Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Ridge was in critical condition 
Thursday at a Texas hospital after 
an emergency heart procedure. 

Mr. Ridge, 72, had been attend- 
ing the Republican Governors As- 
sociation conference at the JW 
Marriott in Austin when he called 
hotel staff about 7 a.m. for medical 
assistance, according to his spokes- 
man, Steve Aaron. 


The former governor and U.S. 
Homeland Security secretary was 
then transported to Dell Seton 
Medical Center at the University of 
Texas, where he underwent car- 
diac catheterization, a procedure 
designed to help diagnose heart 
problems. 

At the time of his arrival at the 
hospital, Mr. Ridge was respond- 
ing to doctors, his spokesman said. 

The news of his hospitalization 
quickly spread through political 


SEE RIDGE, PAGE A-6 


Sen. Franken faces ethics probe 


after woman says he groped her 


Radio anchor Tweeden 


makes claim from ‘06 


By Matthew Daly 
and Juliet Linderman 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Minnesota 
Sen. Al Franken faces a storm of 
criticism and a likely ethics inves- 
tigation after a Los Angeles radio 
anchor accused him Thursday of 
forcibly kissing her and groping 
her during a 2006 USO tour. He is 
the first member of Congress 
caught up in the recent wave of al- 
legations of sexual abuse and in- 
appropriate behavior. 

Mr. Franken apologized, but 
the criticism only grew through 
the day. Fellow Democrats swiftly 
condemned his actions, mindful 
of the current climate as well as 
the prospect of political blowback. 

Republicans, still forced to an- 
swer for the multiple allegations 
facing Alabama Senate candidate 
Roy Moore, joined in pressing for 
an investigation. Mr. Franken 
said he would welcome it. 

Leeann Tweeden posted her al- 
legations, including a photo of Mr. 
Franken and her, on the website of 
KABC, where she works as a news 
anchor for a morning radio show. 
The photo shows Mr. Franken pos- 
ing in a joking manner, smiling at 
the camera with his hands on her 
chest as she naps wearing a flak 
vest aboard a military plane. Both 


Patrick Moes/US Army via Getty Images 


Al Franken and sports commentator Leeann Tweeden perform a comic 
skit during a USO tour of the Middle East in 2006. Mrs. Tweeden 
accused Mr. Franken, now a Democratic senator from Minnesota, of 
forcibly kissing and groping her that year. 


had been performing for military 
personnel in Afghanistan two 
years before the one-time “Satur- 
day Night Live” comedian was 
elected to the Senate. 

Ms. Tweeden said Thursday 


that before an earlier show Mr. 
Franken had persisted in rehears- 
ing a kiss and “aggressively stuck 
his tongue in my mouth.” Now, 


SEE FRANKEN, PAGE A-9 
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Eastern hellbender 


Pair of salamanders in a slither to be Pennsylvanta’s official amphibian 


By Frank Kummer 
Philadelphia Inquirer 


The Eastern hellbender — an 
odd critter that has inspired vivid 
nicknames such as snot otter, devil 
dog and mud-devil — could soon 
get a promotion in an effort led by a 


state Senator on Wednesday when 
an overwhelming majority of that 
body voted in favor of it as state 
amphibian. 

But not so fast. 

Separately, House Republican 
leader Dave Reed circulated a 
memo Thursday seeking support 


for forthcoming legislation to 
make Wehrle’s salamander the 
state’s official amphibian. His 
memo appeared a day after the 
Senate voted overwhelmingly to 
make the Eastern hellbender the 
official amphibian of Pennsylva- 
nia. 


First, consider the Eastern hell- 
bender. A state Senate bill desig- 
nating it Pennsylvania’s Official 
Amphibian was approved 47-2 
Wednesday, and heads next to the 
House. As the state’s potential first 


SEE HELLBENDER, PAGE A-2 
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